May / June Appeal 2011


ST VERONICA WELFARE COMMITTEE, PO BOX 5098, WEST END, QLD 4001

APPEAL FOR FUNDS FOR A TUBE WELL FOR SISTERS IN KALA-AMB, HIMACHAL PRADESH, N. INDIA.
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To: St Veronica Welfare Committee –  APPEAL FOR FUNDS FOR A TUBE WELL FOR THE SISTERS IN KALA-AMB, HIMACHAL PRADESH, N INDIA
NAME:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………

ADDRESS:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……………………

                     ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………

AMOUNT:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..
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Costings


Digging per square feet, including materials and labour charge         	Rs.        2,000 per sq foot


Digging 500 square feet (500 x 2000)       			=           Rs. 10,00,000 (AUS $ 25,000)








The Franciscan Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (FIH) prefer to work in remote villages of India to try to eradicate illiteracy among the women, and for their emancipation, because educational opportunity is inaccessible to many.  Four of the Sisters arrived in Himachal Pradesh in 2002 to work in the Capuchin Fathers mission school.  With the help of the Fathers they have built a small house in Haryana State.  Their house is 2kms away from the border of Himachal State. 


 Haryana State is very well-known in India for killing girl children and the Sisters are trying to address the serious concerns at the imbalance between numbers of men and women in Indian society.  Already young men find it difficult to find a wife. 





The main occupation of the people is rearing buffalo and sheep and, also, farming.   Illiteracy is their main problem.  Other than the missionaries’ schools there is nothing else, so there are only a few primary schools.  Teachers are brought from other states, including Kerala (with its much higher literacy rate and educational level).  The cost of running these schools is very high and the Sisters face risks from the landlords of the locality who do not welcome their presence.  


The only remuneration the Sisters have is from teaching in the primary school.  As well, they visit the villages to try to teach the villagers about hygiene and health care.  There is not a single dispensary in the locality and civil law does not permit the running of clinics without a doctor.  When the people are ill they consult a tribal doctor and get some “leaf medicine” so the death rate is very high. 





There are no streams or rivers and the Sisters walk miles to collect their water needs.  Young children are sent to raise the cattle, older children go in search of water.  The first tube well the Sisters put down did not provide enough water and they are trying to raise funds to put down a much deeper one, to 500 ft instead of 200 ft.  They do not have the resources to do this and are appealing to us for help as we are connected with the FIH sisters in Quilon.  


The cost is beyond the resources of our special appeals to cover the total cost but Sister Agnetta Mary has said that they would be grateful for any funds we can provide and they hope and pray that they can find other amounts also, from “different people of good will”.  Life is hard for them.








