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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

For the third year in a row Australians and, 
indeed, the world population continue to 
face the reality of living with Covid.
Dear St Veronica Community, thank you so very much for your on-going, 
loyal support in a year that was especially challenging for the Committee.

During 2021 our thrift shop closed several times to reduce the risk of 
infection, limiting the available funds normally used to provide additional 
support for poor students undertaking tertiary courses. Whilst this deficit 
was offset by the generosity of our loyal donors, nevertheless there were 
less funds accessible to allow the Committee to support some other worthy 
appeals. 

However, the major issue for those of us who work with the Committee’s 
overseas centres was the untimely introduction of new banking 
regulations at the end of March in an India already coping with prolonged 
lockdowns, drastically reduced incomes in already poor families, and on-
line learning requiring sophisticated and costly technology.  Unfortunately, 
as anticipated, a number of St Veronica sponsored students withdrew from 
education through lack of appropriate equipment, frustration with on-
line learning protocols and / or the need to find employment to provide 
additional assistance for struggling families.

As indicated above and predicted in last year’s report, the process of 
obtaining a new account eligible to receive overseas ‘foreign’ funds at 
the State Bank of India, New Delhi Branch, proved to be a laborious and 
time-consuming process for some Committee centres. Where possible, the 
Committee responded to the situation by completing early disbursements 
before the beginning of April when the new regulations were enforced.

It took some months for most centres to obtain their new accounts, and 
for the Committee to test their reliability, sending small individual trial 
disbursements to ensure that all worked well. This proved worthwhile as 
initially there were two small issues, since resolved. I am now delighted to 
report that all of our beneficiaries have their accounts, although two were 
only recently finalised.

In addition, communities which receive Committee financial support 
in Ethiopia, deal with the effects of the current civil war, as a national 
government confronts Tigrayan rebels, resulting in thousands displaced 
and / or facing death and starvation.  This is the situation the Bethany 
Fathers face as they endeavour to improve the health, education and 
environment of poor communities.

Despite the above difficulties, I am pleased to report the Committee can 
celebrate the successful overseas disbursement of over $400,000 with 
the knowledge suffering and deprivation of some fellow humans has been 
somewhat alleviated.  

Thank you everyone for assisting to make this possible.  I wish you the very 
best outcomes for 2022.

Margaret Kerwin 
Hon. President

CELERATING A VERY 
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY

At the conclusion of 2021, Mrs Fay Roberts, a Committee shop 
coordinator for many years, celebrated her 90th birthday.
Fay is an extraordinary person.  Her energy, dedication and enthusiasm 
in her role leave those who know her amazed.  She continues to volunteer 
three or sometimes more days a week and is never short of ideas to 
increase shop profits. She has been known to chase a thief up the road and 
demand that he pay for the item under his arm!
It is always difficult to persuade a reluctant Fay that it is necessary for the 
shop to close and she is frequently most anxious to re-open.
Fay, your fellow volunteers are in awe of you.  We love and admire you and 
hope to emulate you if it is at all possible. We hope you enjoy reading your 
special copy of the ‘Courier Mail’ printed on the day you were born

REPORT

St Veronica Welfare Committee founded by Mr and Mrs Colin Bennett 1956

SOME MORE GOOD NEWS!

In October Fr Arockiasamy, the Committee Sponsorship Coordinator of 
Vadakattupatty Village and Mother Theresa High School at Fatima Nagar, 
India, emailed to say: 

‘I am happy to tell you that Tamil Nadu Government has given 
permission to allow students from 1st Std to 8th Std (to return to 
school) from 1st November 2021.  Therefore, we will be having 
regular classes for our students from 1st Nov. onwards. Already 
we have regular classes for 9th and 10th Std students.  The parents 
and much more the students are very happy to come to the school’.

Year 10 students at Mother Theresa High are very happy to return to school
Students pictured with Father Arockiasamy and teachers.

Fay, ninety years young, 
celebrating her birthday with her 
gift at the St Veronica Christmas 
gathering!



Distribution of much-needed Rice in Dindigul, India

OTHER OCCASIONS FOR 
CELEBRATION

As the on-going effects of Covid compounded the suffering 
of poor families there were occasions for celebration when 
needed funds arrived from St Veronica donors, enabling our 
centres to extend a helping hand.  Thank you dear donors.

Donkey donated to poor family in Ethiopia

As usual, in early December Committee volunteers celebrated 
Christmas with a lively luncheon get-together.  As for last 
year, the office venue was transformed by Mike and Sue into 
a Christmas wonderland with donated decorations.  The 
delicious lunch was supplemented by drinks again funded by 
the Brisbane Lord Mayor.  Thank you Mr Schrinner.

Committee volunteers enjoy their Christmas 
celebration

TRAGIC NEWS
Late 2021, the Committee received news of the premature passing of a 
much admired sponsor, Father Vimal Raj from South Australia.

Father Vimal was the Parish Priest and Committee sponsorship 
coordinator at St James Parish in India for several years.  His commitment 
to the sponsorship program and method of operation were greatly 
respected. Together with his parish council, he ensured students most in 
need received sponsorship assistance.  He set the standard it was hoped 
other coordinators would use, impressing Committee members familiar 
with his work.

Father Vimal was elated and expressed his delight upon receiving a transfer 
to Adelaide, phoning the Committee to request a sponsorship ‘anywhere 
in India’.  Since that time, he had been a loyal supporter and, prior to the 
pandemic, had planned to visit the Committee in Brisbane. He may never 
have been aware of how frequently his commitment and care for the poor 
have been mentioned by those of us who knew him.

Father Vimal (seated) with members of his council in India
Dear Father Vimal, you are greatly missed.

Another very sad occasion during the year was the unexpected death 
of long-time volunteer, Mrs Margaret Cooper.  For several decades, 
Margaret had worked in the shop, patiently sorting and pricing donations, 
welcoming and serving customers.  A mother of 7 boys, she was 
outstandingly ladylike whilst possessing a dry humour, beautiful smile 
and stylish dress sense which made her a popular member of the Thursday 
team, with fellow volunteers and customers alike. Margaret passed away 
following a fall, a few short months after the death of her husband, Kevin, 
who had been ill for some time.  She is very much missed.

Mrs Margaret Copper 
ready to serve at the shop

TREASURER’S REPORT
With yet another year defined by Covid disruptions, I have had to 
recalibrate my levels of financial enthusiasm!

While our Sponsor donations were down by about $81,000 our Shop 
takings increased back up by $17,000 on 2020’s long shutdown 
figures. This is still $19,000 short on pre-Covid 2019 but a great step 
in the right direction.  It is worth remembering that our Sponsor 
Donations had increased during 2020 (by an astounding $55K), 
so this reduction is nowhere near as severe as it appears and 
understandable in these uncertain times.

The attitude within the organisation was a firm “let’s do the best 
we can with what we receive and what gets thrown at us” and 
disbursing around $400,000 amidst the  trials of both Covid and 
the Indian Banking Changes felt like a hard-won victory for the 
volunteers!

2021 was a very good achievement by a great group of people.

Kathy Ducker (Hon. Treasurer)



APPEALS

 Above: Laboratory for Jeevan 
Jyothy Special School, Mardala, 
India. 2020 Appeal

 Above: Solar Lamp 
Distribution for night study 
Ethiopia Christmas Appeal 2020
Father Augustine with student

 Above: St Joseph’s Bougainville

In 2021, it was decided to organise quarterly appeals rather than the bi-
monthly appeals of past years.  Details of the appeals in India, Ethiopia, 
Bougainville and Sri Lanka are below:

January  /  March Appeal_____________________________________
This appeal sought financial assistance to establish a dining hall with trestles, tables and chairs 
for mentally challenged children attending the Madonna Centre in Chalakudy, Thrissur, Kerala, 
India. The Madonna Centre provides poor children and youth with free education facilities, 
including transport to and from the centre, a noon meal, special education aids, uniforms, 
medical aid, vocational training and, where required, residential boarding. 

When the parents of such children are poor and illiterate, they may be unable or unwilling to 
spend money for the special educational needs of their affected children.

April – June Appeal:_________________________________________
This appeal sought funds to assist the Bethany Fathers provide assistance for podoconiosis 
sufferers and to reduce chances of additional infections in the communities of Sire, Legamara 
and Gabasambatha, Ethiopia.

In 2020, 3,500 patients from poverty stricken local communities benefitted from the medical 
treatment provided by the Fathers working with their local communities. Medical treatment is 
supplemented by health education and preventative and curative measures including washing 
legs with herbal water and providing herbal medicine, basins, socks and shoes.

July-September Appeal:______________________________________
St Joseph’s College in Mabiri, Wakuani local government area, Central Bougainville, currently 
offers kindergarten to lower secondary classes as well as vocational training.

In Bougainville, approximately 40 per cent of the population is under 15.  Despite this, only 
about 500 upper secondary school positions are available for a cohort estimated to be several 
thousands.  This appeal is to assist the Marist Brothers construct classrooms, dormitories, 
ablution blocks and staff housing to enable St Joseph’s College to offer an upper secondary 
school to students at Wakuani.

October – December Appeal:___________________________________
This appeal focussed on assisting Sister Placida at Siri Nidhan (New Beginnings Program) in 
Sri Lanka to complete construction and furnish a safe house for women and children victims 
of domestic violence – a priority as the frustrations and deprivations associated with Covid 
increased the incidence of domestic violence    

The New Beginnings program resettles slum dwellers, establishes agricultural projects, raises 
funds for students’ educational sponsorship, counsels and provides vocational training and 
equipment to assist those moving out of the slums to earn a living wage. 

 Above: Covid Support for Ill 
Community Members at St Mary’s 
Mariapuram, India
(Special Committee Donation)

 Above: Safe House awaiting completion

 Left: Treating 
Podoconiosis Patients 
at Sire, Ethiopia

 Above: Students at 
Madonna Centre lack dining 
facilities

 Above: Podoconiosis 
sufferer at Gabasambatha

 Left: 
Approximately 80 
families received help 
with basic necessities 
at St Aloysius, 
Neyyattinkara, India
(Special Committee 
Donation)



As items in this and past reports indicate, the 
success of past years’ appeals and student 
sponsorships continues into the future.  On 1st 
January 2022 Father Augustine, the Mission 
Superior in Ethiopia stated in an email ‘Thousands 
of people got relief through your timely 
support’.

One of the Committee’s 2021 Christmas appeals 
raised funds for the purchase of chickens as a 
food and income source for families in Ethiopia. 
The Committee previously had sent funds for 
this purpose.  A condition of the provision of the 
chickens to a family was that a recipient returns a 
number of eggs to be used for food for local poor 
children. 

Good News!

Children benefitting 
from ready access to 
eggs

July 2021 Medical Camp, 
Gabasambatha, Ethiopia

Father Joseph Ancheril (far left) with local 
community members

Mulagumoodu community working to provide 
assistance to those in need

Sister Selvi, Infant Jesus’ Girls’ Home, 
Mulagumoodu

  it is good to put a face to a name

Chickens for food and future income, 
Gabasambatha, Ethiopia 

 Fr Augustine centre

Once the chickens were laying, families who had 
received chickens donated two or three eggs each 
week - an investment which paid off handsomely, 
as the local children received the benefit of a 
protein-rich diet by consuming the donated eggs.  

In Ethiopia as well, access to health advice and 
medical treatment is on-going in Gabasambatha, 
where the population continues to cultivate herbs 
and crops for medical and nutritional use and the 
supply of protective footwear and herbal medicine 
resulting from earlier appeals continues to prevent 
future infections.

St Veronica’s first commenced support for projects 
in Ethiopia in 2018 as a result of persistent 
requests from Father Augustine.  As a previous 
Committee sponsorship coordinator in India, 
Father was aware of the Committee’s work.  He 
remains in Ethiopia and has now been appointed 
overall Mission Superior in Ethiopia for the Bethany 
Fathers’ Delegation. Congratulations Father 
Augustine – you are an inspiration.

Unfortunately, the current situation in the country 
is grim and fluid as the civil war continues.  Little 
information reaches the Australian media, as news 
is censored by the Ethiopian government.  It is a 
difficult time and the Committee hails the courage 
of all those who continue to work to improve the 
living conditions of local rural communities.

Father Joseph Ancheril has assumed Father 
Augustine’s previous role in Sire, Gabasambatha 
and Legemara.  We welcome him and wish him 
well in this parlous time.

Protective footwear 
really helps, Sire, 
Ethiopia

After the introduction of the mandatory Indian 
banking changes, unallocated shop profits were 
used to ensure the new system worked efficiently.  
These funds, together with earlier special 
disbursements, enabled centres to assist poor 
communities especially disadvantaged by Covid 
lockdowns.

Although enduring a Covid infection herself, Sister 
Selvi, Committee sponsorship coordinator at Infant 
Jesus Girls’ Home, an ICM Sisters’ facility at 
Mulagumoodu, India, used the donated funds to 
provide basic essentials for her local community.

A recent letter from Father Retnam, Vicar General 
of Kuzhithurai Diocese and long-time Committee 
sponsorship coordinator, validated the St Veronica 
sponsorship program, and reads:

‘...I am very happy to inform you that I am 
involved in this (St Veronica) sponsorship 
programme since thirty eight (38) years.  
During these years we have helped many 
poor children with the help of St Veronica 
Welfare Committee, Australia, and they are 
now in good position because of their higher 
education.  During this Christmas season I met 
many of our sponsored children. ... They are 
very happy.  They all study well.  The money 
is a great support and motivation for them.... 
Once again I thank you sincerely very much for 
your support and generous help. I thank all the 
sponsors who help our children.’

Father Retnam 
with Committee 
sponsored 
students 
(left to right) 
N Nishak, N 
Nesheba, Fr 
Retnam, N 
Nishanth



Divan

Texts financed by Mr Mathew Hardy.  
Thank you Mat.

Students at Bethel Orphanage 
celebrate their return to school

Jomol Jose - we look 
forward to learning you 
have graduated

The photo 
accompanying 

Khusina’s letter to 
her sponsor

St Veronica sponsored students and their 
parents attend a Christmas celebration

 combined with an enrichment and thought 
provoking program at KIDSS Rural 

Motivation Centre, India

In December, Sister Placida, Siri Nidhan (New 
Beginnings Program), Sri Lanka, emailed St 
Veronica’s and requested the Committee send 
the following letter to sponsor, Mr Paul Wedd.  In 
Sister’s words: 

‘Divan who had given up all hope for 
education, rebuilt hope thanks to St 
Veronica’s and Mr Paul.  He was able to 
catch up with the year lost before they joined 
us. It was a big event for the family when 
he was made a prefect in the school.  His 
parents cried again saying “We had lost all 
hope, even hope of living, but we have a new 
life now”’

In September, Father Arockiasamy, Vadakattupatty 
Village, Dindigul, India, emailed the results of 
sponsored student Priya whose mother was 
recently widowed.  Father states sponsor: ‘Mrs 
Monika Schober’s support and concern really 
helped her to study well ... because she has 
taken Communication and Technology she is 
sure to get a job and help the family’. After 
being informed of the mother’s widowhood, Priya’s 
sponsor, Mrs Schober, funded the purchase of a 
cow to provide milk and income for the family.  
Thank you Mrs Schober

A Priya with her widowed mother

In 2021 St Veronica’s continued to provide 
sponsorship and community support for St Mary’s, 
Mariapuram, in addition to providing funds for 
computer equipment and projectors to enable the 
school to meet expected Government technical 
standards. 

Students from St Mary’s Mariapuram, India, in 
a ‘trial return to school’ in October

Thanks to the wonderful support of some very 
generous donors, St Veronica’s was able to 
assist Jomol Jose (pictured above right) from 
Nav Jyothy Social Centre complete the final year 
of her B. Technology Civil Engineering Degree.  
Jomol’s father, the main breadwinner, had met 
with an incapacitating accident requiring major 
surgery which the family paid for by selling their 
home.  Jomol, a Committee sponsored student, 
had reached the final year of her course when 
a change in college management resulted in a 
prohibitive increase in course fees.

Her despair at being banned from completing 
the course was relieved when funds provided by 
generous donors covered the increased costs.  
Thank you so very much to all concerned. 

For most of the pandemic, contact with St 
Veronica centres in India was by email. Due to 
the Covid lockdowns, the Indian postal service 
was not functioning and post to or from India was 
impossible. Dear supporters this may explain the 
limited sponsorship updates during the year. But 
late 2021 brought welcome mail, including the 
following:  Dear Aunty, I am glad that I got this 
opportunity to write a letter to you.  I hope you 
and your family are doing well, me and my 
family are all doing well.
I would like to tell you that I have finished 
my Bachelor of Computer Application course 
and I have graduated from college this year. 
I am quite sad that I couldn’t enjoy college 
life because everything was online but I am 
also happy because I got to spend more time 
with my family and right now everything is 
slowly turning back to how it was before the 
pandemic.
I am planning to go for further studies so I 
am preparing for the entrance exams that 
will be held next year for Master of Computer 
Applications....Thanking you, Khusina M 
Marak

Access to a ready supply of potable water is 
difficult in parts of Ethiopia, frequently involving 
time consuming trips to transport the precious 
supply to households.  In addition to assisting 
communities to construct wells, Father Augustine 
has used Committee financial assistance to 
distribute donkeys and jerry cans to ease the 
transport burden for poor communities.

Donkeys in Sire will 
continue their transport 
role in the foreseeable 

future

Jerry can distribution, Thapo, Ethiopia
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I would like to donate                        (PLEASE TICK RELEVANT BOX)  Child Sponsorship - $100 per year           OR   Support of Special Appeals 

METHOD OF PAYMENT:  MASTERCARD   VISA    CHEQUE          (PLEASE TICK ONE)

NAME / NAME ON CARD:       SIGNATURE:

ADDRESS:         TELEPHONE:

CARD NUMBER:        EXPIRY DATE:              /

Please send your gift to: St Veronica Welfare Committee, PO Box 5098, West End Q 4101  |  PHONE: 07 3844 7423  |  ABN: 74 044 171 838

Would you like to sponsor a child/donate to our work?
$

(New sponsorships only)

#

ARYA A 
ARYA A is a talented student who hopes to 
become a nurse ‘like Florence Nightingale’.

Currently Arya is in Std VII; She is 12 years old 
and has a younger brother aged 10. 

Arya’s father, Anilkumar, is a coolie worker 
earning a meagre income. Her mother, Ambi, 
cares for the family including an ill grandmother, 
a heart patient, whose treatment is very 
expensive. As a result of the high medical 
costs, the family live in an unfinished house and 
struggle financially.

Sponsor a student

WASTE NOT - OUR MOTTO

EMAIL: admin@stveronica.org.au  |  WEB: www.stveronica.org.au

Very little is wasted at St Veronica’s.  As supporters are aware, 
in addition to providing low cost, high quality second-hand 
merchandise for the local Brisbane community at its Thrift Shop, 
surplus stock is shared with the Brisbane homeless and vulnerable 
through the People’s Mission and the Emmanuel City Mission and 
Daytime Sanctuary

Diverse Bargains readily available at St Veronica’s (Right)

Used stamps are used to raise funds for Mary Mackillop Today 
who supports the education of disabled children in Papua New 
Guinea, as well as providing training and health care programs in 
Peru and Timor Leste.

In addition to donating some shop profits for support of poor 
local families through St Vincent de Paul Society, West End, 
the Committee supports the DOLSH Overseas Aid fund for the 
Holy Family Care Centre in South Africa for orphaned and / or 
vulnerable children suffering malnutrition, HIV / Aids, and / or 
chronic lung disease, tuberculosis, eye and skin conditions.)

ARYA A.STANDING NEXT 
TO HER GRANDMOTHER

ANGEL S  
ANGEL S is a good student whose ambition is to 
become a teacher. 

Angel is 10 years old and has a younger sister aged 7. 

Her father, Satheesh J, is a coolie worker earning 
approximately 600 rupees (about Au $12) per 
month.  He is the only income earner for the family. 
Angel’s mother, Sheeba, is a housewife who has 
to look after the family grandparents who are 
bedridden.  The family does not own a home and 
resides in a thatched house. They find it difficult 
to meet the educational costs associated with the 
education of their two children

ANGEL S STANDING 
IN FRONT OF HER 
MOTHER

Dear Supporters, we would be delighted to welcome sponsors to volunteer in the office and shop.  Our volunteer workforce is 
growing older each year – most of us still feel young, but the reality is that many of us are not !!!

It would be comforting to know that other generous people are familiar with some of the many tasks we undertake on a regular 
basis.

Believe it or not, volunteering can be both enjoyable and rewarding, and is proven to be good for your mental, physical and 
emotional health.

For me, as President, my fellow volunteers have become family and I believe most other St Veronica workers feel the same.


