WHAT’S IN A NAME?  
WHY ARE WE CALLED ST VERONICA WELFARE COMMITTEE?
In 1956, when Mr & Mrs Colin Bennett started what has now grown into a vibrant charity contributing to the sharing of wealth more evenly through the world, Christians were more familiar with the idea of holy men and women who had contributed, in their times, to helping those in need.  Other examples of charities  which operate today, with similar philosophies and backgrounds and named after saints, are the St Vincent de Paul Society and the Brotherhood of St Lawrence.
Mrs Bennett chose to name the fledgling society after a woman known in the bible as “Veronica”.  There are many stories about the origin of “Veronica”.  The name “Veronica” evoked the image of a woman who was moved by compassion to help Jesus on his way to Calvary.  This story has it that one of the women who were lining the streets to watch Jesus pass by on his way to Golgotha was so moved by his suffering that she stepped forward and offered a cloth, or her veil, to wipe the blood and sweat from his eyes.  Jesus accepted the offering and, after using it, handed it back to her with the image of his face miraculously impressed upon it.  There is no reference to the story of “Veronica” and her veil in the canonical Gospels.  
The name “Veronica” itself is a Latinisation of Berenice, a Macedonian name, meaning “bearer of victory”.  Folk etymology has attributed its origin to the words for “true” (Latin: vera) and “image” (Greek” eikon), ie, a true image of the holy face.  
The Encyclopaedia Britannica says this about the legend:
“Eusebius in his Historica Ecclesiastica tells how at Caesarea Philippi lived the woman whom Christ healed of an issue of blood (Matt ix 20).  Legend was not long in providing the woman of the Gospel with a name.  In the West she was identified with Martha of Bethany; in the East she was called Berenike, or Beronike, the name appearing in as early a work as the “Acta Pilati,” the most ancient form of which goes back to the fourth century.  It is interesting to note that the fanciful derivation of the name “Veronica” from the words Vera Icon (eikon) “true image” dates back to the “Otia Imperialia” of Gervase of Tilbury (1211) who says:  “Est ergo “Veronica” picture Domini vera.”
The Catholic Encyclopaedia of 1913 had this to say about the growth of the legend:

“The belief in the existence of authentic images of Christ is connected with the old legend of King Abgar of Edessa and the apocryphal writing known as the “Mors Pilati” (Death of Pilate).  To distinguish the oldest and best known of these images it was called the vera icon (true image) which in the common tongue soon became “Veronica.”  The story was later elaborated in the 11th century by adding that Christ gave her a portrait of himself on a cloth, with which she later cured the Emperor Tiberius.  The linking of this with the bearing of the cross in the Passion, and the miraculous appearance of the image only occurs around 1380, in the internationally popular book Meditations on the Life of Christ.  
The story of “Veronica” is celebrated in the sixth Station of the Cross, a Catholic devotional practice celebrated during Lent and on Good Friday.  By degrees, popular imagination mistook this word for the name of a person and attached thereto several legends which vary according to the country.  As with many stories which become legends in their telling over the centuries the story has segued into the story of someone who was so moved by the suffering of another that she did something in her power to relieve the suffering that she saw.
This urge to do something, personally, to alleviate poverty by providing support for the education of poor children and skill training for poor mothers is what motivates those who have volunteered at St Veronicas, at West End, Brisbane, for the last 54 years and which still continues to motivate them.  All charities have a mission, and objectives, which guide them in the work they do.  At St Veronica Welfare Committee we believe that we are all equal by virtue of our shared humanness.  Thus, HOPE, offered through material sharing and empathy on a personal level, is part of what motivates those who support St Veronicas.

