ST VERONICA WELFARE COMMITTEE, 89 HARDGRAVE RD, WEST END 4101
ST JOSEPH'S REHABILITATION SOCIETY FOR THE BLIND

THOMAIYARPURAM - TAMIL NADU - DIOCESE OF DINDIGUL
During a visit by our sponsorship co-ordinator in 2007 to St Joseph's Rehabilitation Society for the Blind she had a discussion with Father Selvaraj, Fr Arockiasamy (Vicar General) and the secretary of the society, Mr Matchakalai, who is also blind.  St Veronicas decided to extend our support for the centre.  For many years we have been sending a donation to assist with the activities of the blind persons who come to the centre.  There are 28 families, 10 single persons, and 41 children who try to support themselves through the centre.  

They make rattan chair pieces and do wire work and, recently, they have started a music group which is getting bookings to sing and play at functions.  These activities enable them to earn a little and to have a purpose in their daily lives.
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The priests from Dindigul Diocese, who are associated with the centre, have helped arrange several marriages and there are 42 children from these unions.  As it is too difficult to arrange individual sponsorship for the children we were asked if we could help them, as a group, with their education expenses and we have agreed to do so.  As well as sending Committee donations we have also decided to add extra donations to the Committee funds when a donor leaves it to us to decide how best to use his/her donation.

The children are sighted and, if given the benefit of an education, will be able to look after themselves and gain employment when they are adults.  They will most likely have to care for their blind parents in their old age as this is very common in India where there is no widespread pension support for the aged.
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Mr Perumal has 


some sight. 


Kavitha 11,


Poothum 9,


Murgan 8,


Mr Perumal sells pens, dairy, Benoil, and takes care of his family.  Mrs Murammal has


Normal sight.





Mr Maruthai &


his wife, are both blind.


Kalaivani 11, and Sarath Kumar 9.


Mr Maruthai


plays the rhythm pad


in the music party.





Anthony Raj and his wife, Arockia Mary,


both blind, with Sebestian who is studying


In Standard VIII.





Mr Matchakalai who is blind, (black glasses) is in charge of the daily running of the centre.  Two sighted ladies assist him.








